
Peacock Press writes an arti-

cle no matter what position 

they’re put in. Nobody is just 

an extra person, we are all a 

part of this process together. 

 The Peacock Press News-

letter will come out two times 

during the 2011-2012 school 

year. Keep an eye out for it as 

it will be a “must read.”  

By Hana M. 

Co-Editor-in-Chief 

T he Peacock Press is a new 

group here in Palos Verdes.  

 Who are we?  We are editors 

and reporters from each of the 

elementary schools here in the 

Palos Verdes Unified School Dis-

trict.  We report on school events, 

community activities, and do re-

views on books to movies.  

 We are a group of kids that 

love to write and enjoy putting our 

thoughts out there.  We work with 

mentors from P.V. middle 

schools and high schools.   

 The Peacock Press is men-

tored by kids, written by kids, 

and read by kids. Obviously, it 

is a kid driven organization.  

 In the newsletter every per-

son has an important role to 

play. The different positions you 

could have are, Editor in Chief, 

Chief Editor, Editor, or Re-

porter. Every person involved in 

Peacock Press Presents School News for PVPUSD 

Peacock Press Visits Fox Studios 

O n December 10th, Peacock 

Press news reporters boarded 

a bus to go to Fox Studios with 

PressFriends to see a pre-release 

screening of “Alvin and the Chip-

munks: Chipwrecked.”  The movie 

has lots of action, comedy, drama, 

music, dancing and, of course, the 

Chipmunks and Chipettes.  It’s a 

fun film for the whole family to 

watch. Check out our entertain-

ment editor’s review on page 3. 
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“C hipwrecked (comedy,  

rated G) is the latest 

sequel in the “Alvin and the 

Chipmunks” series. The Chip-

munks go on a cruise with their 

manager Dave (played by Jason 

Lee) and the Chipettes, who are 

the Chipmunks’ female counter-

parts.  

 During the cruise, the Chip-

munks wreak havoc and get 

themselves into all sorts of trou-

ble. Ultimately, their mischie-

vousness leads to them to get-

ting carried away on a kite and 

stranded on a deserted island. 

 After they arrive on the is-

land, Simon gets bitten by a 

spider, causing him to become 

delusional and forcing Alvin to 

become the responsible one. 

 The Chipmunks learn how to 

survive on the island and en-

counter many hilarious adven-

tures. They eventually discover 

that the island is not as deserted 

as they think it is after meeting 

a crazy explorer named Zoe. 

 Overall, the movie has lots 

of comedy, action and a pinch 

of romance. There’s even an 

exploding volcano which causes 

fireballs to fly everywhere 

threatening the lives of all the 

castaways. It’s a great movie for 

the whole family. 

 by  Alex C. 

 Entertainment Editor 

 Vista Grande 

Chipwrecked is a Boatload of Fun 

Red Ribbon Week 

O n the week of October 10 

- 14, Silver Spur Elemen-

tary School held the annual Red 

Ribbon Week. Red Ribbon 

Week was based on being and 

eating healthy. For this reason, 

every day at recess parents 

handed out healthy snacks or 

supplies to help you stay 

healthy.  

 These treats include sun-

screen, apples, granola with 

strawberry bars, and during 

class every kid got a Delio Or-

thodontics bag. Also, you had a 

choice to turn in sheet of paper 

where you write what you do or 

eat that is healthy or good for 

your body, and if your raffle 

sheet got picked on Friday you 

were rewarded with a Toys R 

Us or a Jamba Juice gift card. 

Every day, there was a different 

theme. 

 On Friday, to top the already 

amazing week off, we had a 

pajama day. Also, on Friday 

was the Smencils fundraiser and 

an assembly in which a man 

performed jump rope tricks, 

while everybody else was staring 

in awe.  

 “The best day was Friday 

because it was pajama day and I 

liked the jump rope assembly,” 

said Shayli A., a second grader.  

 Red Ribbon Week was an 

event that many kids would 

agree was an exciting, fun-filled 

week. 

 by Sarah A. 

 Features Ed., Silver Spur 

I f you drive down Palos 

Verdes Dr. North in front of 

Rancho Vista Elementary 

School on a weekday you will 

see a man standing in the mid-

dle of the intersection. This is 

Deputy Grant Gazeley of the 

Lomita Sheriff’s station. 

 Deputy Gazeley has directed 

traffic in front of Rancho Vista 

for six years. He likes helping 

Rancho Vista, because the par-

ents are nice and the kids wave 

to him. He used to coach soccer 

so he knows a lot of the families.  

 Deputy Gazeley starts work-

ing at 6:00 am and ends at 5:00 

pm.  He is very dedicated. He is 

out there whether it is 100̊ F, 

windy, or raining. He is needed 

so much that if he is not there, 

students, parents, other drivers, 

pedestrians, and even horseback 

riders notice the difference. 

 Deputy Gazeley’s advice to 

young people walking to school 

is, “Make sure not to only look 

in front of them, but behind 

them when crossing the street. 

And don’t walk alone.”  

 What he likes the most 

about his job?  

 “I can protect and serve the 

public.”  

 So the next time you are 

going down Palos Verdes Dr. 

North, wave and say thanks!   

 by Maxwell Y. 

 Features Ed., Rancho Vista 

A Talk with Deputy Grant Gazeley 

SPOTLIGHT 



E xtra! Extra! The Corner-

stone School results of the 

favorite animal survey are in. We 

have a winner peoples! The over-

all favorite animal at Cornerstone 

is the monkey.  

 It was a close match between 

unicorns and monkeys but mon-

keys got the edge 51 to 50. The 

monkey was the clear favorite in 

second and third grade. The uni-

corn was overwhelmingly fa-

vored by the fifth grade. The 

whale came in a distant third with 

the hippo and elephant trailing 

way behind.  

 None of the other grades had 

a clear favorite with the votes 

being cast fairly evenly among 

the choices. It was surprising that 

fifth graders chose a fantasy ani-

mal as their favorite. 

By Arrow H. 

Chief Editor, Cornerstone 

Peacock Press Animal Survey 

Mira Catalina 

sen as students’ favorite animal. 

Perhaps the reason why unicorns 

had the most votes is because 

they are so imaginary.  

 Another question may be, 

”Who chose unicorn as an op-

tion?” The Peacock Press chief 

editors and editors-in-chief voted 

on the unicorn and all of the  

other animals in the survey.  

 Mira Cat students have actu-

ally drawn unicorns on every-

thing, like school posters, adver-

tisements for Ruby’s night, note-

books, and pretty much every-

thing else. The students also use 

the word “unicorn” for team 

names, and even terms to de-

scribe things.  

 So, students chose the unicorn 

as their favorite with 15 tallies, 

monkey with 14 tallies, elephant 

with nine tallies,  whale with 

seven tallies, and hippo with five 

tallies. How many times will 

unicorn win in the surveys of the 

universe? The world may never 

know. 

by Leah P. 

Chief Editor, Mira Catalina 

A  tally at Mira Catalina Ele-

mentary School was made 

on October 1st when ten students 

from each grade were asked 

about their favorite animal.   The 

students had five choices: Ele-

phant, Hippo, Whale, Unicorn, 

and Monkey.  

 Because Mira Catalina’s mas-

cot is the whale, you would think 

that students would choose the 

whale, but surprisingly, the uni-

corn received the most tallies. 

You may wonder why such 

mythical creatures would be cho-
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Cornerstone 

T he Peacock Press thought it 

would be fun to survey all 

the students in PVPUSD to see 

what their favorite animal would 

be.  The choices were a (1) uni-

corn, (2) monkey, (3) elephant, 

(4) whale, and (5) hippo. 

 Six elementary schools par-

ticipated in the survey—

Cornerstone, Mira Catalina, 

Montemalaga, Point Vicente, 

Silver Spur, Soleado.   

 Silver Spur surveyed the 

most students—199 students! 

 

Monkeys and Unicorns Rule 

 The most popular animals 

were the monkey and unicorn, 

and at Silver Spur, the Hippo tied 

with the Monkey for most popu-

lar animal.  Three schools choose 

monkeys as their favorite—

Cornerstone, Montemalaga, and 

Silver Spur (Hippo tied for 1st).   

 Three schools choose the 

Unicorns—Mira Catalina, Point 

Vicente and Soleado.  

Which Animal is the Favorite of PVPUSD Kids? 

 Cornerstone Mira Cat Montemalaga Pt Vicente Silver Spur Soleado 

1st place Monkeys Unicorns Monkeys Unicorns Monkeys & Hippos Unicorns* 

2nd place Unicorns Monkeys Elephants Whales Unicorns  

3rd place Whales Elephants Whales Monkeys Elephants  

                 * Soleado had no votes for any other animal. 

SURVEY 



girls who answered than the boys. 

 Monkeys are the number one 

ranking in the third grade. 

Whales are also a pretty big hit. 

The rest (elephants, hippos, uni-

corns) are at the end of the rope. 

 Last but not least, the fifth 

graders! Monkeys are also a big 

hit. Elephants are preferred for 

T he polls are in! The most 

popular animals are mon-

keys, but have your pick. 

 The fourth graders prefer uni-

corns, but monkeys come in a 

close second. To all fourth grad-

ers who are disgusted that uni-

corns were the most popular in 

the grade, there have been more 

the second favorites, but unicorns 

and hippos were not liked at all. 

 That’s it folks! The polls are 

in, as said before. In Monte-

malaga Elementary, monkeys are 

kings. 

   

  by Jamie D. 

  Chief Editor. Montemalaga 

Montemalaga 
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keys, 23 choose unicorns, 20 

favor elephants, and 18 enjoy 

whales.  

 This survey concludes that 

Silver Spur students like Hippos 

Peacock Press Animal Survey 

S ilver Spur editors and report-

ers surveyed 199 Silver Spur 

students on their favorite animal. 

 The survey results show that 29 

students like hippos, 29 like mon-

U nicorns, elephants, whales, 

hippos, and monkeys! 

Which one will be the most popu-

lar? When the Peacock Press 

surveyed 20 kids in Point Vicente 

Elementary School, most of the 

votes were cast on the mythical 

creature, the unicorn.  

 As the leading choice, the 

unicorn received a total of nine 

votes. In second place, came the 

magnificent mammal, the whale, 

with a total of four votes. The 

second-to-last selection was the 

banana-eating monkey. The 

monkey ended up with three 

votes. Surprisingly, the humon-

gous elephant, and the adorable 

hippo came as a draw of two 

votes.  

 The maximum amount in this 

set of data was nine, and the 

I n the past few weeks, students 

from Soleado Elementary 

School have taken a survey on their 

favorite animal. Their choices were 

between monkeys, hippos, whales, 

elephants, and my personal favor-

ite, unicorns. Out of ten kids, all 

ten kids voted for the one and 

only unicorn. Hippos, monkeys, 

whales, and elephants didn’t 

stand a chance in this competi-

tion.  

 Until our next survey, 

Soleado Elementary is offi-

cially crazy for unicorns. 

  

 by Kaylen N.  

 Chief Editor, Soleado 

Soleado 

minimum was two. The range 

was seven, the median was three, 

and the average was four. .  

 The Peacock Press had a lot 

of fun while writing and survey-

ing. We hope to do something 

like this again soon. Out of these 

animals, which would you pick?   

 by Loren K.. Chief Editor, 

 and Minji J., Reporter, 

 Point Vicente 

Point Vicente 

Silver Spur 

and Monkeys equally at a tie of 

29 and 29. 

  

 By Tommy P. 

 Chief Editor, Silver Spur 

SURVEY 
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Mouse pumpkin, a scary pumpkin 

and a giant pumpkin.  

 There was also a magician 

who performed great magic 

tricks. The food served at the 

festival was hotdogs, hamburgers, 

chips and soda. All in all the 

carnival was fantastic, and I can’t 

wait for next year. 

 by Megan T. 

 Reporter, Mira Catalina 

The Fantastic Mira Catalina Carnival 

through a tire, and many more. At 

these booths you could win prizes 

such as: rubber baseball bats, 

swords, candy and more.  

 Mira Catalina students also 

participated in a parade dressed 

up in their Halloween costumes. 

There was a prize for the best 

costume.  

 Some students also carved 

pumpkins, such as a Mickey 

O n October 23rd, the Mira 

Catalina Halloween festi-

val kicked off. The festival was 

held at Mira Catalina, to celebrate 

Halloween. Lots of teachers, 

students, parents and volunteers 

went to the festival. Volunteers 

helped work the booths and stu-

dents tried to win prizes. Some of 

the booths were: an apple toss, 

pick a duck, throw a football 

PVPUSD FALL FESTIVALS 

 At Cornerstone, they got to 

get up and show off their cos-

tumes by walking around the 

whole schoolyard.  

 The students got to do really 

cool events like making the candy 

and popcorn they ate.  

 At snack time they got to 

choose either strawberry or 

chocolate ice cream. Most people 

chose strawberry with strawberry 

syrup. 

A t Cornerstone School there 

was a rockin’ Halloween 

parade of pure awesomeness. 

Everyone wore scary costumes 

like serial killers and ghosts. The 

principal, Mrs. Pastel, was 

dressed up as a queen.  

 There was a guessing game 

to win a jar of candy. Some peo-

ple got it exactly right, and sur-

prisingly, they were first and 

second graders. 

 It was a minimum day at 

Cornerstone so students got out to 

go trick-or-treating earlier than 

most schools. At the parade they 

played really cool music. Every-

one was dancing to the music on 

the blacktop. 

 Cornerstone had the best 

parade! The best part of the day 

was that it was Halloween! 

 by Arrow H. 

 Chief Editor, Cornerstone 

Cornerstone’s Halloween Parade 

 

G reen Fest is a tradition at 

Cornerstone that is held 

every November.  Green means 

to recycle instead of waste so 

creatures, including humans, can 

live healthier.   

 This year, Green Fest was 

called Green Fiesta because at 

Cornerstone it is the year of Mex-

ico.  The theme of this year’s 

Green Fiesta was “We Protect 

What We Love.”  Students 

learned that the trash they throw 

out can harm the school and the 

environment.   

 Every year as part of Green 

Fest, classrooms participate in 

challenges.  This year the classes 

had three tasks to do.  The first 

one was to learn about plants on 

campus.  The second one was to 

learn about animals that are on 

campus.  The last one was to 

clean up trash and record and 

tally how much and what was 

found.  Thirteen classes finished 

the challenges and get to have a 

donut party with the principal!   

 The week of Green Fiesta was 

from November 7th to November 

10th. The Green Fiesta activities 

took place in the morning before 

school started. The first day, stu-

dents made green art by etching 

leaves.  On Election day they 

voted for a green mascot.  The 

choices were a raccoon, a cock-

roach, or a tree.  The raccoon was 

the winning mascot and showed 

up at school the next day.  On 

that day, after answering ques-

tions about snails, succulents and 

real worms, students got a 

gummy worm. The week finished 

with a loud drum circle and all 

three mascots came to dance.   

 There also was a shoe drive 

and a bottle and can drive. Cor-

nerstone had this celebration so 

students could learn how to care 

for the earth.  It was an exciting 

event! 

by Anna M. 

Reporter, Cornerstone 

Cornerstone’s Green Fiesta 



A Perspective on Halloween 

know who I was behind my 

mask.   

 At school I played Two 

Touch with my friends.  Two 

Touch is a game where you kick 

a ball onto a wall by touching it 

two times.  What an exciting 

game!   

 After our principal blew the 

whistle, we walked to class to-

gether.  Just like Sara, my teacher 

was also a witch.  First, we sat at 

our desks and did Mad Monster 

worksheets by reading the in-

structions and coloring to find 

what the hidden picture was.  

Then, we decorated some little 

pumpkins with arts and crafts.  

 Last, we had the parade.  At 

the parade, everyone got to walk 

up to the front stage to show off 

their costumes starting with first 

graders and ending with fifth 

graders.  My friend, Wyatt, was a 

whoopee cushion.  It was hilari-

ous to see him walking up.   

 I will never forget this Hal-

loween’s Day. 

  by Chris J. 

  Reporter. Cornerstone 

I t was very interesting at my 

school on Halloween Day.   

 In the morning, my friend, 

Sara, and her dad came over to 

pick me up and carpooled to 

school.  When I answered the 

door, Sara was there dressed as a 

scary witch. She painted her 

face white and wore a long 

black dress.   

 I was Jigsaw, a character 

from a scary movie called Saw.  

I didn’t really watch this movie, 

but my older brother told me 

about it. Lots of people didn’t 
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PVPUSD FALL FESTIVALS 

Ding, Dong, Ding—Time for Montemalaga’s Fall Festival 

games like throw the ring, dig for 

treasure, and knock the pins 

down. Then comes all the run-

ning around the field hoping not 

to be caught and put in jail. 

 And of course there’s always 

the Kids Corner haunted man-

sion, and just when you think 

you’re safe out jumps a demon 

staff. 

 Last but not least the annual 

bouncy slide house where kids 

bounce up and down before they 

slide out the door. 

 The wave of color, the surge 

of excitement fades, as this festi-

val draws so near. 

 For as all know The Fall Fes-

tival comes but once a year!!!                                                                             

Too bad, so sad that this festival 

already went. But maybe, just 

maybe, you can come next year. 

 by Sophia L. 

 Features Editor, Montemalaga 

O n October 28th, 2011 the 

annual Fall Festival came 

to Montemalaga Elementary 

School.   

 Deep down in Montemalaga a 

festive spirit erupts.  Pirates, 

clones, and goblins invade the 

festive fun. While countesses, 

kings, and movie stars stroll the 

field the festive fun begins!!! 

 First comes food- hot dogs, 

tacos, and pizza, too. Next comes 

someone to put in jail. You have 

to buy jail tickets, but they‘re 

cheap, just two tickets! 

 They made something new, 

called the “Hoot n’ Hollers “. 

You need a dollar and you re-

ceive a piece of paper which 

you write a comment on and 

send it to the deejay. The deejay 

reads your comment aloud to all 

the families and students on the 

field. 

E very October at Monte-

malaga Elementary, we 

have a Fall Festival. There is a 

haunted house where you need 

flashlights to patrol around, and a 

booth where you can fill different 

shaped jars with colored sand and 

lots of creativity! 

 There is lots of food too. 

Yummy tacos , cheesy nachos , 

and fluffy cotton candy . We have 

a “ jail,“ and  everyone chases 

 There is a hair painting booth, 

a mini golf booth , and a booth 

where you try to throw toilet 

paper in a gold-colored toilet .  

 You can do billions of things 

at the Fall Festival! 

 The Fall Festival is a time 

when everyone has fun with all of 

their friends, eats good food , and 

plays fun games. 

 by Jamie D. 

 Chief Editor, Montemalaga 

The Montemalaga Fall Festival was Here 
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C ake walks, giant slides, and 

obstacle courses. What a 

great way to spend a fall day. At 

the Silver Spur Elementary 

School carnival, families came 

together to enjoy fun games and 

activities.  

 Cotton candy, hot chocolate 

chip cookies fresh from the oven, 

and churros dipped in cinnamon 

and sugar were some of the deli-

cious treats for all the children. 

Dancing to Moves Like Jagger 

and Thriller by Michael Jackson, 

and riding the train around the 

school track were two of the most 

popular attractions.  

 Carnival games where stu-

dents could win stuffed animals 

by picking up a bottle with a ring 

on an end of a rope and throwing 

discs onto a teddy bear’s arm 

were some of the most difficult 

games. Surprisingly, Mari Shi-

gekawa, a fourth grader in Ms. 

Melinda Manzano’s class, was 

able to overcome the challenge to 

win a stuffed German Sheppard!  

 No fall carnival would be 

complete without a pumpkin 

patch. For four tickets, students 

could pick a pumpkin of their 

choice to take home. The Silver 

Spur carnival was a success 

thanks to all the parents who 

worked shifts and volunteered 

their time.  

 Many Silver Spur students 

and families will be looking for-

ward to next year’s event! 

by Kostadina M. 

Reporter, Silver Spur 

 

A Blast of Fun at the Silver Spur Carnival 

PVPUSD FALL FESTIVALS 

patch, face painting, tattoos and 

hair art, and many more opportu-

nities to have a great time! The 

carnival was not only excellent 

fun but also a great fundraiser as 

all proceeds went directly to Sil-

ver Spur Elementary.  

 Everyone enjoyed the carni-

val and it was a huge success.  

Before the carnival started, stu-

dents could hardly wait for the 

fun to begin!  

O n Friday, October 21st 

from 4:00-7:00 pm an 

exciting carnival was held at 

Silver Spur Elementary School. 

Lots of families came to the fair 

for an evening full of socializing, 

super fun, and superb food! There 

were churros and cotton candy, 

kettle corn and cookies, sand-

wiches, and salads, obstacle 

courses, rides, slides, games and 

prizes, a cake walk and pumpkin 

 “I can tell I’m going to have a 

blast!” fourth grade Silver Spur 

Elementary School student, 

Olivia Yang, said in an interview 

excitedly.  “I’m really, really 

excited to go.”  

 The carnival was great fun, 

and it’s hard to wait another year 

for next year’s carnival, which is 

bound to be just as much fun!   

 by Sarah Y. 

 Reporter, Silver Spur 

Get Ready, Get Set, Go to the Silver Spur Carnival 

with baseballs, and this other 

game, all you have to do is toss a 

ring onto a hook. 

 Not only were the games fun 

but the other things were pretty 

amazing too. One of the things 

kids couldn’t stop going on multi-

ple times was the bouncy house. 

Every kid under the 3rd grade 

probably went on it at least 20 

times. And at the pumpkin patch 

this year, you could pick a pump-

kin and decorate it to your liking.  

O n October 30th, 2011, the 

Halloween haunt took 

place at Soleado Elementary. 

There were many fun games, 

yummy food, and enjoyable en-

tertainments. Starting out with 

food, there were juicy hotdogs 

with large bags of chips, and to 

top that off: sodas! 

 Next in line, there were many 

games that were easy to win. For 

example there was a game where 

you had to hit some cans down 

 Last, but not least, there was a 

game/lottery where you had to 

guess the closest weight to a su-

per sized pumpkin that weighed 

88.2 pounds. The winner would 

receive the giant pumpkin. The 

family who won the pumpkin 

guessed 88 pounds which was 

just a little bit off!  

by Kevin Liu 

News Editor, Soleado 

Halloween Haunt at Soleado 



E very year, Vista Grande 

Elementary School families 

look forward to the Fall Festival. 

They always have many great 

activities planned for this festival. 

A few traditions are the Cake 

Walk, Laser Tag, Mini Game 

Booths, traditional food from all 

over the world, the Haunted 

House, and this year they had a 

Tiki Rock Climbing area. This is 

a fun way for kids to play with 

friends and adults to talk. 

 This year there was an addi-

tional activity, the Silent Auction. 

During the auction your family 

can bid on projects you and your 

class have made, and as well as 

donations your community have 

put in. All the classes had made a 

different project. Some examples 

are cookbooks, blankets, and art.  

 This year’s auction was a 

great success for all the classes. 

As for the food, it comes from all 

over the world. To name a few 

they had California Rolls from 

Japan, BBQ from Korea, crepes 

from France, and hot dogs from 

America. What is even more 

spectacular is that these foods are 

made by the student’s parents. 

It’s amazing how diverse our 

school is. You could probably 

find everything you’re looking 

for, well that is for food. 

 This year’s Fall Festival was 

on Sunday November sixth. It is 

always after Halloween and be-

fore Thanksgiving. The Fall Fes-

tival is a great way to start out 

everyone’s November. 

 by Hana M. 

 Co-Editor-in-Chief 

Festival is at schools and is al-

ways on a Sunday.   

 We have games, international 

food, and more! Some of the 

games are soccer games, bean 

bag tosses, and more. We even 

have a cake walk! International 

foods are foods that come from 

all over the world! There is food 

from Korea, India, Japan, China, 

A t Vista Grande Elementary 

School we have an event 

called the Fall Festival. That 

event was held on November 6, 

2011.  

 The Fall Festival is held in 

November before Thanksgiving. 

Almost everyone from the school 

goes there to meet friends and 

mostly have FUN!!! The Fall 

Mexico, and others. The Fall 

Festival sells cotton candy, yo-

gurt, and other sweets. It is held 

outside around the whole school.  

 There is a haunted house but 

the theme of Thanksgiving. 

 The Fall Festival is an awe-

some event!!!! 

 by Sydney C. 

 Reporter, Vista Grande 

Vista Grande’s Fall Festival 

The Vista Grande Fun Festival 
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 That’s right, VG (Vista 

Grande) has been struck by a siz-

zling bolt of homework!  (What’s 

with all of the natural disasters?)  

 Fifth-graders stay up late into 

the night and wake up early in the 

morning to get it finished, only to 

get partial credit because their 

homework is late or unfinished.  

Students dread missing school, 

fearing the load of makeup work 

yet to come when they return. 

Names fill up the board, the 

C rash!  A giant meteorite 

crashes into the fifth grade 

classrooms of Vista Grande.  

Students gather around the enor-

mous grey rock in total shock.  

Oh no, the earthquake-like impact 

has caused a foaming white tsu-

nami and it’s coming closer and 

closer!  As the towering wave 

nears rooms four, five, six, and 

eleven, students start to realize 

that it is not made of water.  It’s, 

it’s … homework? 

names of the people whose vo-

cabulary, worksheets, and essays 

have not been turned in.   

 Even so, older siblings con-

firm that teachers are not evil 

witches, stirring up homework 

potions.  They are actually help-

ing by preparing us for  middle 

school. 

 Excuse me, but I have home-

work to do. 

 by Rachel M. 

 Features Ed., Vista Grande 

Joulephobia: Fear of Homework 

KIDS’ VIEWS 
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S ome schools (even my own) 

have had problems with 

students.  The students have 

been saying bad words, going on 

inappropriate websites and shar-

ing the improper content with 

other students.  Even though 

some of the students have been 

perfect, some are more a little 

“out there” on the behavior 

scale.  This behavior must be 

stopped no matter what. 

 Some of the students seem to 

be fast in PE, but they have been 

lying about their distances in 

order to pretend to have a seven 

minute mile instead of a nine 

minute mile.   

 Some students have been 

bullying the small or weak.  At 

my school some older kids were 

taking snacks and lunch money 

from the younger kids.  Others 

are jealous of the taller, bigger, 

or stronger and they resort to 

teasing and name calling.  The 

problem kids are not following 

the rules set by grown ups. 

 Even though there are lots of 

problems, most of the time, kids 

behave well.  However, some 

kids that can’t seem to be taught 

a lesson, follow rules or treat 

others with kindness; the teach-

ers and principals should inform 

these kids’ parents.   

 The schools should have a 

zero tolerance policy on bully-

ing.  They should also reward 

kids who help others to escape 

bullies and set a good example 

for honesty and appropriate be-

havior. 

 by Alec B. 

 News Editor, Silver Spur 

Problems in School Lead to Students’ Demise 

their expensive iPads and Kin-

dles to school.  They claim that 

it’s for reading, but I think that 

it’s an excuse for playing video 

games.  Our Principal, Mrs. 

Wilhelm, has said that you can’t 

bring them to school because 

“they’re expensive,’’ but it’s 

probably because she also does-

n’t want kids to get addicted to 

apps and video games. 

 Because the library has 

iPads, I see a lack of reading in 

R ecently our school’s li-

brarian, Mrs. Ahlgren 

received four iPads for the li-

brary.  Even though the iPads 

have many books on them, some 

kids are just using them for the 

“educational’’ apps.  Kids are 

even trying to get on YouTube 

and other inappropriate web-

sites!  I believe that at school, 

the iPads should be used for 

reading, but not for games. 

 Some kids are also bringing 

there.  Not many kids have been 

checking out books, so the li-

brarian created worksheets on 

places in the Atlas for the book 

avoiders to fill out.   

 I believe that the iPads can 

be a bad influence on young 

readers because they are tempted 

with the non-educational ele-

ments.  It is better to check out a 

book and read it! 

 by Alec B. 

 News Editor, Silver Spur 

Are iPads in the Library Good for School? 

dles help you read more but 

they don’t enjoy the fact that 

they could become vandalized 

or stolen.  

 According to many schools, 

taking these items to school has 

various punishments. The Kin-

dle is an amazing device that 

helps us with reading but we 

should keep them at home 

where they are safe. 

C hildren in PVPUSD are 

bringing items such as the 

Kindle, iPad, iTouch, and 

iPhone to school. Bringing these 

items to school can result in a 

risk of not only robbery but 

damage to the device.  

 Teachers are always en-

couraging us to read and 

teachers have Kindles them-

selves. Teachers love that Kin-

 Kids can just as easy read 

from a book as from an elec-

tronic device. Using electronic 

devices at school should be 

reconsidered. Remember, how 

would you feel if an item you 

loved went missing?! Would it 

affect you?  

  by Tommy P. 

  Chief Editor, Silver Spur 

Kindle Craziness 

KIDS’ VIEWS 
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Student Council: Elected and Announced 

and to bring student concerns to 

Student Council.” 

 There were four candidates 

for President, four candidates 

for Vice-President, and six can-

didates for Secretary.  Each 

candidate gave a speech in a 

3rd, 4th and 5th grade assembly 

regarding how they would be a 

good candidate for the position.  

They also put posters up to sup-

port their candidacy. 

 After students voted, the 

results were: President Kaiser 

Fry, Vice President Emily Im-

bach, Secretary  Abigail 

Maemoto.  

 In an interview with Kaiser 

Fry, he stated his main priority 

as President would be, “To make 

Cornerstone a safe and non-bully 

school.” 

 by Sarah L. 

 Reporter, Cornerstone 

A t Cornerstone Elementary 

School, the Student 

Council elections occurred on 

Sept. 30.  Elections were held 

for President, Vice-President, 

and Secretary.   

 The teacher overseeing the 

Student Council is third grade 

teacher, Mrs. Marty Williams.  

According to Mrs. Williams, the 

purpose of the student council 

is, “To teach leadership skills 

SCHOOL NEWS 

Dads and Donuts 

clothes.  Vista Grande families 

donated 105 pieces of clothing. 

 At Dads and Donuts, the 

PTA served coffee, milk and a 

lot of different kinds of donuts. 

The most popular donut was a 

glazed donut with white frosting 

and rainbow sprinkles. At Dads 

and Donuts there were eight 

different kinds of donuts. 

 by Rachel M. 

 Reporter, Vista Grande 

Y eah!  It is Dads and 

Donuts.  Dads and 

Donuts is where students bring 

their dads to school.   

 On October 8, 2011, 460 

dads and students went to Dads 

and Donuts in the Vista Grande 

MPR!  Dads and Donuts gave 

dads a chance to get to know 

each other better.  

 After eating donuts, stu-

dents could bring their dads to 

D uring the last week of 

October, the Dapplegray 

5th graders went to a science 

camp called Astrocamp.  

 Fifth grade students left early 

in the morning on October 26th 

for Astrocamp which is located 

in Idyllwild, California. The bus 

ride went smoothly and every-

one was excited to head up the 

mountain and reach Astrocamp. 

When the students arrived, they 

headed to the “Star Gallery“ to eat 

lunch. Everyone then divided 

into their day groups, picked up 

their luggage from the buses ,and 

headed to their dorms. Then they 

went back to the “Star Gallery” 

to meet their counselors and get 

started with their first activity.  

 The activities included zip-

lines, rope courses, water bal-

loon fights, lights and lasers, and 

more.  All activities taught sci-

ence in a fun and interactive way.  

 “The food was amazing” said 

Sara Smith, a Dapplegray 5th 

grader, “Breakfast, lunch, and 

dinner was my favorite time of 

day!” It was probably because 

they were hungry after being 

busy all day. 

 The night activities were 

either a night hike with tele-

scopes or games in the gym. 

When asked about their favorite 

activity most Dapplegray 5th 

graders said the rope course, but 

the zip line took a close second.   

 Dapplegray spent two nights 

and three days at Astrocamp, 

when it was over the students, 

teachers and chaperones returned 

exhausted but said it was the 

“best field trip ever.” 

 

by Morgan M. 

Co-Editor-in-Chief 

A Fifth Grade Trip to Astrocamp 

their classrooms and meet their 

child’s teacher. The whole 

school was included.  

 This event has been going 

on for three years now. During 

the event, dads could donate 

their old work clothes to a pro-

gram called “Clothes the Deal.” 

Then the program, “Clothes the 

Deal,” gives the clothes to peo-

ple that are looking for work 

and can’t afford to buy new 



Page 12 

Peacock Press 

M ira Catalina, in Spanish 

meaning view of Cata-

lina, is an elementary school 

tucked in a residential neighbor-

hood on the east side of Palos 

Verdes.  As the name implies, 

Mira Cat has an outstanding 

view of Catalina Island from the 

lower field.   

 Currently Mira Catalina 

elementary has grades one 

through five.  The kindergarten 

classes are located on another 

campus known as Miraleste 

Early Learning Academy.   

 In addition to the basics; 

reading, writing, music, P.E, 

etc., Mira Cat has incorporated a 

relatively new tradition.  Since 

2007, towards the end of every 

school year, fifth graders leave 

behind a custom-made mural 

comprised of many tiles, indi-

vidually designed by each stu-

dent.  Looking at the artwork 

you an easily see the students’ 

connection with the surrounding 

ocean.  Most, if not all of the 

tiles relate to some aspect of 

Southern California beach life.  

All of the tiles are displayed on a 

board and hung by the front office. 

Mira Cat has fully embraced this 

tradition and the designing and 

creating of their individual tiles 

has become a highlight of the 

year for fifth grade students. 

 Mira Catalina teaches their 

students not only mandatory 

standards but gives them lifelong 

memories that they will remem-

ber for the rest of their educa-

tional career.  

 by Leah P. 

 Chief Editor, Mira Catalina 

grade simply took a photo of 

several differently colored cray-

ons and won first place in Inter-

mediate Ð Photography.  

 Film Creation and Musical 

Composition had fewer partici-

pants. Only one or two people 

participated in these categories. 

 Every single one of the 

wonderful works was displayed 

on a wall in our multipurpose 

room. Almost everyone in the 

T his year’s Reflections 

event at Rancho Vista was 

amazing! The works of art were 

all stunning!  

 This year, the most popular 

category was Intermediate Ð 

Visual Arts, a surprise to all of 

us. Most of the time, people 

choose the Photography cate-

gory. This year, the work 

stretched from simple to com-

plex. One person from fifth 

fifth grade participated in Re-

flections, because it was a re-

quired project. Many people 

chose Visual Arts because it 

inspired students’ creativity.  

 More people this year par-

ticipated in Reflections than last 

year. The PTA, the sponsor of 

this event, hopes that even more 

people will participate next year. 

 by Naoya O. 

 Chief Editor, Rancho Vista 

Mira Catalina—A Unique School 

This Year’s Reflections, A Shock to Everyone 

program on the SMART board 

called the randomizer to choose 

teams.  The championship game 

was in December.    

 Mira Catalina is one of the 

most awesome schools in Palos 

Verdes with all the new technol-

ogy we have to use. 

 by Luke S.  

 Reporter, Mira Catalina 

 Recess is also great.  We 

have recess before school, and 

during school.  At lunch you can 

play knock out, soccer, basket-

ball, football or an imaginary 

game.   

 We also have organized 

soccer called The Mini World 

Cup.  Girls and boys grades 3 -5 

can sign up to play.  We used a 

M ira Catalina is a great 

school.  It has SMART 

boards and great teachers.  The 

teachers like to use the SMART 

boards and the students like 

using them too.  The SMART 

boards are fun and educational.   

 SMART boards are boards 

that you draw on and play fun, 

educational games. 

All About Mira Catalina 

SCHOOL NEWS 
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Mother’s Advocating Prevention 

information and most impor-

tantly of all... don’t bully offline 

or online! When you bully 

online it is called cyber bullying 

and if you do that, you can get 

arrested.  

    When the MAP group came 

to our school, we watched a 

video about a girl who wrote a 

love note and someone read it to 

the class. The next thing you 

know, the whole school is teas-

ing you. They taught us a really 

good trick to remember before 

you go online. It is called the 

ABCDE’s of safety.  A stands 

for ask for help. B stands for 

bring a friend. C stands for 

check first. D stands for do tell 

and finally, E stands for explore 

the internet safety. This assem-

bly taught us a lot of ways to 

explore the internet safety, and I 

hope everyone does too. 

 by Emma S. 

 News Editor, Vista Grande 

W e all know live gaming 

is fun, but do you know 

who you are really playing with? 

Many elementary schools in PV 

had a group called MAP come 

and teach us rules we need to 

know about internet safety and 

cyber bullying.  

 MAP stands for Mothers 

Advocating Prevention. Did you 

know that with only a name a 

person could track where you 

live? Never give out personal 

Mmm, the Smell of Smencils 

kin, Slime Lime which smells 

like lime, and Trick or Treat 

which smells like candy.   

     The profits made were do-

nated 100% to Team Matt. 

Team Matt is a group that got 

together to raise funds for leu-

kemia in honor of Matthew 

Toman. Matthew Toman is a 

fourth grader who attends Silver 

Spur Elementary School. A 

while ago he was diagnosed 

with leukemia. The organizer of 

this fundraiser was Siena O’Re-

gan. The smencils fundraiser 

was a success.  

     “The fundraiser was so 

much fun, Siena O’ Regan did a 

fantastic job putting it together 

and I am sure Matt is very 

happy about what we did for 

him” Ireland Stoner, a fifth 

grader, stated.  

 In all, Team Matt earned 

lots of money from the smencils 

fundraiser. 

 by Sarah A. 

 Features Editor, Silver Spur 

 

S ilver Spur Elementary 

School had a smencils 

fundraiser on October 14th. If 

you don’t know what smencils 

are, they’re pencils that have 

different scents, such as cinna-

mon, bubblegum, and candy 

cane. But, at this fundraiser, the 

flavors were only Halloween 

related. They were Monster 

Marsh, which smells like cinna-

mon, Goblin Grape which 

smells like grape, Pumpkin 

Panic which smells like pump-

 They walked from Manhat-

tan Beach Pier all the way to 

Hermosa Beach Pier and back! 

That equaled a whopping 3.4 

miles of land to cover.  

 After the walk, participants 

received medals and water to 

celebrate their success. Although 

it was hard, the P.V school dis-

trict raised over thirty thousand 

O n October 30th, 2011, 

over forty Soleado Suns 

walked from pier to pier to raise 

money for Soleado Elementary 

School.  

 At the pier to pier walk, kids 

and parents got to have fun, talk 

with friends, and walk from pier 

to pier to support the P.V school 

district.  

dollars. All that money goes to 

helping the P.V schools get better 

teachers and better education. 

And Soleado raised over two 

thousand dollars for their school. 

On top of that, the entire city of 

Los Angeles raised over $500,000.  

 Fantastic job Soleado!  

 by Kaylen N. 

 Chief Editor, Soleado 

Great Pier to Pier Walk Turn Out for Soleado 
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M rs. Gagnon, Mrs. Ahl-

gren, Ms. Warner, and 

Mrs. Castillo started the Scho-

lastic Reading Counts program 

at Silver Spur five years ago, 

which aims to make good read-

ers into excellent ones.  Scholas-

tic Reading Counts is a program 

where students read a book and 

take a quiz on the computer 

about it. Students earn points if 

they score 80% or higher on the 

quiz.  More points are given for 

harder and thicker books.  

 Once a student earns enough 

points, they get awards at our 

Friday morning assembly in 

front of the whole school.  For 

example, a student receives a 

certificate for the first 25 points, 

and at 50 points for a bookmark 

and a certificate reward. 100 

points earns the student a pencil 

and the above. For 250 points, 

the student is rewarded with the 

above and a pizza party at the 

end of the school year. 500 

points receives a movie ticket, 

trophy, and the above, and 1,000 

points earns a t-shirt plus all of 

the above.  

 Ten year old Eden Zafran is 

in the lead with 563 points.  She 

says, “I like books because it is 

like reality.”   

 Drew Shinozaki, a 3rd 

grader is in second place with 

523 points.  She says, “ Books 

are like a movie in your head, but 

much better.”  

 Over the years, the program 

has grown as more students 

participate.  Silver Spur students 

have read 5,529 books as of 

October 20, 2011 as compared 

to 3,536 books read last year.  

 Thank you Scholastic and 

teachers for making us better 

readers! 

 by Sophie M. 

 Reporter, Silver Spur 

Readers and Leaders 

C ub Scouts originally came 

from spies, but that is not 

surprising. Cub Scouts are re-

sourceful, courageous, and help-

ful heroes to the community.  

 Scouting founder, Lord 

Robert S. S. Baden-Powell, was 

a spy and a hero for England. He 

would go undercover as a but-

terfly collector. When he drew 

butterflies, he embedded mili-

tary maps of enemy bases in the 

pictures. He served from 1876 to 

1910 in the British army.  

 He wrote “Aids To Scout-

ing” and brought the first 20 

boys camping. They had a blast! 

They played games, went hik-

ing, and participated in other fun 

activities. He called it Boy 

Scouts.  

 In 1910, Scouting spread to 

the United States. In 1923 a 9-

year old boy wanted to sign up, 

but he had to be at least 12. 

Soon other young boys wanted 

to join too, and Cub Scouting 

was born. 

 A Cub Scout promises to do 

his best, to do his duty to God 

and his country, to help other 

people, and to obey the law of 

the pack. This means he will be 

a good citizen of America.  

 

Cub Scout Pack 166 

 At Dapplegray Elementary 

School we have our own pack of 

heroes. They are Cub Scout 

Pack 166. They have done many 

things to help our community, 

like Toy Drives to collect toys 

for the kids who are not as fortu-

nate, protect and respect the 

environment in beach clean ups, 

and place American flags on 

graves of fallen heroes.  

 Sign up today, there’s al-

ways room for more heroes! 

 

by Ricardo P. 

Reporter, Dapplegray 

Spies to Scouts 

SCHOOL & COMMUNITY NEWS 
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Development vs. Winning 

development and not just win-

ning. 

 Joe Flanagan, the Director 

of Coaching for the EXILES, 

states, “The idea behind the new 

league is better for 

individual player de-

velopment.  The old 

league had too much 

focus on winning, so 

individual players 

were not being devel-

oped.” 

 EXILE players love the new 

league because of the competi-

tion, playing different teams, 

and the Showcase events.  The 

Showcase events bring every 

team in an age group together at 

one venue.   

 It’s exciting to be able to 

play some of the top club teams 

and Academy teams, like the 

LA Galaxy.  Will the next Na-

tional team star player be a 

product of the SCDSL? 

  

 by Cas. F 

 Reporter, Silver Spur 

D id you know a new soccer 

league has arrived in 

Palos Verdes?  The Southern 

California Development Soccer 

League (SCDSL) started in Sep-

tember 2011.   

 The EXILES Soc-

cer Club from Palos 

Verdes was invited to 

participate.  The top 30 

soccer clubs from all 

over Southern Califor-

nia joined the SCDSL.  

These clubs joined the new 

league because the focus is on 

COMMUNITY & LONDON NEWS 

From Our London Correspondent  

On the Start of the New School Year 

ondary school (age 11-18) and 

then optional university. I am in 

Year 8—the equivalent of sev-

enth grade in America—but this 

is my second year at secondary 

school so I am already fairly 

well informed as to how every-

thing works.  

 Last year, on my first ever 

day of secondary school, we 

were split into teams and sent 

running wildly round the school 

filling out a quiz. I think the 

purpose of this was to help us 

memorize the layout of the 

school- they didn’t make it very 

clear- and for some of us it 

worked, but for me- not so 

much. My primary school was 

extremely small so it took a 

while for me to adjust. 

 

Courses and more courses 

 This year I start a new sub-

ject- Spanish. You cannot quit 

any subject until GCSE level 

(GSCEs are a qualification, one 

for each subject- a bit like indi-

vidual middle school diplomas 

for maths, English, Spanish, 

etc.) which isn’t until Year 11 

(tenth grade for you).   

 I am taking maths, English, 

chemistry, physics, biology, 

French, Spanish, Latin, drama, 

ICT, Cooking, History, Geogra-

phy, Art, Philosophy, Design 

Technology, PSHE, Music, and 

Sport-nineteen subjects in all. 

 As you can imagine, this 

makes for quite a packed time-

table. In two years I will have 

to learn either Russian or Ital-

ian, but apart from that there 

will be no changes to my time-

table for the next three years. 

 Be grateful for the Ameri-

can system. 

  by Helena C. 

  London Correspondent 

I n the UK, the school year 

always starts in early Sep-

tember. This means that it is 

officially autumn when the 

school year begins. Slightly 

depressing, but it means that 

we’re not ever in the middle of a 

major heat wave when we’re 

sitting at our desk. Not that we 

ever are in the middle of a major 

heat wave.  

 I’m sure you’ll have heard 

about the notorious British 

weather. As a native, I can tell 

you it’s not as bad as it’s cracked 

up to be, but even so you very 

rarely get temperatures above 

thirty degrees [centigrade—

equivalent to 86°F]. 

 

First Day of School 

 The first day of school is not 

very eventful. In England, we 

only have three stages of school: 

primary school (age 4-11), sec-

Helena is a student at 

Godolphin and Latymer 

School in London 



Brian how to work the plane 

and later lets him fly for a mo-

ment.  They fly for about an 

hour and a half and suddenly the 

pilot has a heart attack.  Brian 

tries to call for help on the radio 

but quickly loses the signal. The  

plane crashes and he learns to 

live on his own.  

 This is definitely one of my 

favorite books because while 

Brian survives in the wilderness, 

A hh, “Hatchet”! The sur-

vival story of Brian. 

Well, “Hatchet” is about a boy 

named Brian, whose parents are 

divorced, and every summer he 

lives with his dad. So his mom 

sends him on a plane with a 

hatchet for a present, and a 

hatchet only. Brian boards a 

small plane with just the pilot 

and sits in the co-pilot seat.  As 

they take off, the pilot shows 

he sees another side of himself. 

I really enjoyed this book and 

recommend if for boys and girls 

ages 12 and older, because when 

the pilot has a heart attack, it’s a 

little frightening and can be 

disturbing and there are a few 

hard words. But other than that, 

“Hatchet” is an extraordinary 

and engaging book of survival.  

 by Leah P. 

 Chief Editor, Mira Cata-

“Hatchet”: A Story of Survival 

A Fight to the End: the First Book of The Hunger Games 

tute for her sister, Primrose. 

Standing next to Peeta Mellark, 

enter against 22 other tributes.    

 The Hunger Games weren’t 

there before “it” happened. 

Feeling cheated by the capital, 

districts one through 13 started 

a rebellion against it. The war 

raged on, and the results were 

not pretty. During the war, Dis-

trict 13 was abolished. To keep 

the districts in place, the capital 

ordered a game where two chil-

dren, a boy and a girl, from each 

district would fight each other in 

an arena until there was only one 

survivor crowned victor. 

 There is only one person can 

complete the war and get rid of 

the capital. To find out who that 

person is, one must read the thrill-

ing fantasy of, “The Hunger Games.” 

 by Derrick K. 

 Reporter, Dapplegray 

“T he Hunger Games” by 

Suzanne Collins is a 

heartbreaking tale about war, 

romance, and death. Two teens, 

a boy and a girl, from the poor 

colony of District 12 in the strict 

nation of Panem, are forcefully 

chosen to enter the most dread-

ful game of the year, the Hunger 

Games. Scared of the misery of 

her sister, 16-year old-Katniss 

Everdeen volunteers to substi-
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BOOK REVIEWS 

E verybody seems to like the 

“Harry Potter” series by 

author J.K. Rowling. When the 

last movie came out, there was a 

really long line at the movie 

theaters.  

 What makes these books 

amazing is the magic and the 

great characters. The main char-

acter is Harry Potter. In the first 

book he doesn’t know that he is 

a wizard. When Harry was a 

little baby, Lord Voldemort, 

murdered his parents, and tried 

to kill Harry but couldn’t. All 

Voldemort left on Harry was a 

lightning-shaped scar. This 

event made Harry famous.  

 Another character is Ron 

Weasley, who has four siblings. 

He has a great fear of spiders.  

 The third main character is 

Hermione Granger. She is the 

smartest in her class, and her 

parents are dentists.  

 Together, these three best 

friends experience many adven-

tures at their school, Hogwarts 

School of Witchcraft and Wiz-

ardry.  

 The villains J.K. Rowling 

created have interesting names. 

They are called Death Eaters and 

are covered in black masks. The 

biggest villain of all is unde-

feated in the first six of the seven 

books. His name is Voldemort. 

In the last book, you’ll find out 

whether Harry can finally defeat 

Voldemort.  

 A lot of people love the taste 

of adventure mixed with magic 

and tragedy. When they read a 

Harry Potter book, they cannot 

stop and just keep on reading. 

 

 by Melina D. 

 Reporter, Silver Spur 

The Harry Potter Series 



Heroes Take Charge 

ing their noses into “The Lost 

Hero” and “The Son of Neptune,” 

also parts of this thrilling series.  

 Out of ten fifth graders, eight 

know or have read parts of this 

exciting saga. This book has so 

many fans because it has lots of 

kid-friendly humor, breathtaking 

duels, and the varieties of char-

acter personalities add a nice 

flare.  

 This book is about young 

demigods, sons and daughters of 

the gods, taking on quests to 

defeat the army of giants and to 

solve other major conflicts that 

stand in their way. Having cool 

weapons and abilities that light 

up reader’s eyes, this will capti-

vate everyone who reads it. 

 by Noah W. 

 News Editor, Montemalaga 

A t Montemalaga Elemen-

tary, everyone’s crazy 

about the “Heroes of Olympus” 

series by Rick Riordan. Fourth 

and fifth graders especially en-

joy these books because of the 

great humor this awesome au-

thor provides.  

 Riordan is writing a new book 

called “The Mark of Athena” 

while his readers are still stick-

T he book “Island of The 

Blue Dolphins” by Scott 

O’Dell is about a courageous, 

strong girl who is left stranded 

on an island. She learns to live 

with nature. The book is based 

on a true story.  

 The main characters are 

Karana and her brother.  The 

setting of the book is on an is-

land off the coast of Southern 

California.  

 The story begins when the 

white men get into a fight with 

Karana’s father and kill him.  

Karana’s father is the Indian 

Chief, so they decide to move to 

another place. When their de-

parture time finally arrives, 

Karana’s brother realizes his 

‘special ‘fishing pole is left 

behind.  He jumps in the water 

and heads toward the shore. 

Karana was not going to leave 

without her brother so she jumps 

in the water too. By the time 

they get back, the boat has al-

ready left. They now start their 

journey together. They learn 

how to hunt for their food, and 

build shelter to defend them-

selves from the wild animals.  

 One morning she wakes up 

and realizes her brother is miss-

ing so she goes out and looks 

for him. She finds him but he 

had been killed by wild dogs. 

The beautiful part of the story is 

that she becomes friends with 

the dogs that killed her brother. 

 This book is sad, scary and 

sweet. Even though Karana is 

not sure of her future, every-

thing turns out okay. If you 

want to find out more, read this 

book. 

 by Shivani J. 

 Reporter, Cornerstone 

Karana’s Life in Nature 

Do You Rule Your School? 

school kids.  The problem starts 

when Raymond finds out that 

his fourth grade teacher is Mrs. 

Gibson, the meanest person in 

school.   

 When he was standing in the 

hallway, he said “Hi, boys, 

how’s it going?” to one of the 

first grader boys and kicked 

him.   

 In the school play, Raymond 

wanted to be Scrooge, but he 

was chosen to be Peter who 

would only have one line to say 

in the whole play. He didn’t want 

to participate in the play, so he 

tried to get out of it. In one part 

of the book, Graham shaved off 

his eyebrow by accident like I 

almost did when I was four.  

 In my opinion, this book is 

hilarious.  Read the book to find 

out how Raymond and Graham 

handled their fourth grade year. 

 by Chris J. 

 Reporter, Cornerstone 

W hat do you need to 

know to rule your 

school?  If so, you should read 

the book called “Raymond and 

Graham Rule the School” by 

Mike Knudson and Steve Wil-

kinson. 

 Two best friends, Raymond 

and Graham, were getting ready 

for their fourth grade year 

which they thought was time for 

them to rule the school because 

they were older than most of the 
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I f you like stories about sea 

life, magic, and friendship, 

you will like the movie “Ponyo.”  

“Ponyo” is rated G.  Mostly 

girls, ages 4-12, will like this 

anime film from Japan. 

 The story is about a little 

boy named Sosuke and his 

friend Ponyo.  Sosuke found a 

goldfish stuck in a jar down at 

the coastline.  Sosuke wanted to 

keep the fish and named her 

Ponyo.  It turns out that Ponyo 

was not an ordinary goldfish.  

Her father was king of the 

ocean!  He tried to find his lost 

daughter, but that was a problem 

because Ponyo turned into a 

human girl.  What will happen 

to Ponyo next?  You will need to 

watch the movie to find out!   

 Ponyo takes place in present 

day Japan.  The movie came out 

in 2008 and was released in the 

United States in 2009. “Ponyo” 

is available on DVD and you can 

watch it in Japanese or English.  

It won the Japan Academy Prize 

for Animation of the Year.  

 “Ponyo” is fun to watch 

because the characters are full of 

joy, the story is creative, and the 

graphics are beautiful.  “Ponyo” 

is full of imagination! 

  by Kaylin L. 

  Reporter, Mira Catalina 

 Some characters in this 

movie are Puss, Humpty Dumpty 

and Kitty Softpaws. This movie 

is all about how Puss is an out-

law and wants to become a good 

guy so he tries to save the citi-

zens of the world, but mainly save 

his mother. Puss may have done 

some bad things, but tries not to 

be an outlaw by trying to make 

up for his wrongdoings.  

I magine being in a hot desert, 

riding on a horse, and being 

only two feet tall with a pair of 

boots. That’s the beginning of 

the movie “Puss in Boots.”  

 This movie is comedy-

adventure for kids. Puss is a cat 

who wears a hat with a feather 

in it, boots with a belt and a 

sword that is half-connected to 

his belt.  

 If this movie were rated, it 

would probably get 8.5 out of 10 

because it was really funny and 

fun to watch.  

 In the end, Puss still is par-

tially good. But after saving the 

world, he is a great guy. 

 

 by Neil A. 

 Entertainment Editor 

 Montemalaga 

A Sea Life Movie 

A Cat isn’t Complete without its Boots 

MOVIE REVIEWS 

“R eal Steel” (Action 

Movie,  Rated PG) is a 

movie about robot boxing in the 

future. It takes place in the United 

States in the year 2020. The 

main character is Charlie Kenton, 

played by Hugh Jackman. He is 

a man who fights remote-

controlled robots for a living.  

 In the beginning, Charlie loses 

his robot against a bull. He then 

finds out that his ex-girlfriend 

has died and he has to go to 

court to get custody of his son 

Max, played by Dakota Goyo. 

Instead of wanting to keep cus-

tody, Charlie decides to ex-

change custody of his son for 

money. As part of the deal how-

ever, Charlie must take care of 

Max for the summer. 

 Max really likes robot box-

ing . While the father and son 

do not like each other, they 

must work together when the 

find an old robot named Atom. 

They train Atom to box and 

become closer to each other. 

Atom becomes really good at 

robot boxing and he eventually 

gets a chance to fight Zeus, the 

robot boxing world champion. 

 I really liked the movie, be-

cause the fighting sequences 

were really exciting. I also like 

the suspense during the fight. 

There was also really good 

drama in the movie. I highly 

recommend seeing this movie. 

 by Alex C. 

 Entertainment Editor 

 Vista Grande 

Real Steel is Real Cool 
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G ee, I wonder what Equus 

Caballus means?  It is the 

scientific name for horse.  

Equus means horses and Cabal-

lus means species.  

 Did you know that there are 

over one hundred species of 

horses alive today?  Arabian, 

Thoroughbreds, Palominos, 

Appaloosas Quarter horses are 

only a few out of the many dif-

ferent species of horses. 

 Have you ever looked at a 

horse and wondered how much 

does that horse weigh or what 

color the horse is?  Horses are 

majestic creatures that weigh up 

to about 1,000 pounds.  They 

come in different colors such as 

brown, black, grey, bay, chest-

nut, white and more colors than 

you can imagine. They are used 

for work, enjoyment, riding, 

shows and much more.   

 Do you like sports?  If you 

do, horse riding is just right for 

you.  It takes lots of balance, en-

ergy, love, and being in a good 

mood.  You also need a lot of 

power.  As you mount the horse 

with your strong muscles in 

your arms, you make sure your 

horses don’t move.  You get 

into position and set off.  Keep 

your balance so you don’t fall! 

 There are only a few facts 

about the majestic, beautiful 

horses.  If you are earnest to 

learn more about horses, go to 

the library and check out a book 

called for the Horse Crazy Girls 

Only.  Now, what does Equus 

Caballus mean again? 

 by Faith K. 

 Features Ed., Cornerstone 

again, but if you win, your team 

plays a harder team.  

 Soccer is not all about win-

ning. It is also about teamwork 

and having fun. This sport is 

good for both boys and girls, all 

ages. Even some grown ups play 

soccer! From beginners to pro-

fessionals, this sport is the best. 

When it is sunny or raining, 

you’ll play in every weather. It 

is really fun when you are in the 

middle of a soccer game and it 

S occer is the best sport ever. 

It gives you a chance to work 

with a team and make a goal.  

 If you like running and kick-

ing, this is the sport for you. The 

wind blows on your face and 

everyone is cheering your name. 

It feels so good when you kick 

the ball and make a goal.  

 When you get farther in the 

soccer season, you play in the 

play-offs. In the play-offs, if you 

looe, your team does not play 

starts to rain. It feels really good. 

 If you think the game is fun, 

then wait until after the game 

when you get a goody bag with 

delicious treats inside it.  

 In soccer, there are different 

positions like forward, defense, 

goalie, wing, and more. When 

you play soccer, all you think 

about is the ball all four quarters 

of the game.  

 by Emma S. 

 News Editor, Vista Grande 

Equus Caballus 

Goal! 

der off smelling something in-

teresting and then not know 

where they are. They’re lost! 

Beagles tend to shed fur. You 

might find hair stuck to your 

furniture, clothes and everything 

else in your home.  

 Beagles are actually ranked 

as one of the top choices of dogs 

for families in the United States 

of America and they are ex-

B eagles! Beagles are hound 

dogs or scent dogs that 

means they will follow a scent 

anywhere. They are not timid or 

overly aggressive, they also are 

very curious or eager to learn or 

know.  

 Dogs should always be on a 

leash whenever going on a walk 

or just to play outside, especially 

beagles because they can wan-

tremely loyal, charming and 

very sweet to humans, other 

dogs and all animals. They are 

super intelligent and would 

make a great family pet because 

of these characteristics. Beagles 

are very well behaved animals 

and very good pets. 

 

 by Melody C. 

 Focus Editor, Silver Spur 

The Pros and Cons of Beagles 

COOL STUFF 



S ince 1977, a program was 

designed to help children 

excel in math, social studies, and 

language arts, and it is still being 

used today.  The program is 

called The Stock Market Game.  

The Game has been successful 

in strengthening the academic 

standards of schools. On Oct. 

10, the Game started once again 

for grades four through college 

and just ended. 

 In the big world of adults, 

there is a thing called the stock 

market. The stock market allows 

people to buy shares or portions 

of companies.  These shares or 

portions of companies are com-

monly referred to as “stocks.”  

People can invest money in 

companies through the purchase 

of their stocks.  As the company 

makes money, the stock of that 

company rises.  When that oc-

curs, the owners of that stock 

make money.   

 The Stock Market game op-

erates like the real stock market.  

Registered Game teams start out 

with $100,000.00 in cash.  Us-

ing that money, the teams can 

buy shares of the companies 

they believe will do well. 

 Even though the game is not 

real, it helps students gain 

knowledge of what they need to 

do to be successful in business.  

In addition, the game encourages 

teamwork. To motivate the stu-

dents to study the stock market, 

there are prizes that the winning 

teams can win such as tickets to 

amusement parks.  

  by Sarah Y 

  Reporter, Silver Spur 

The Stock Market Game 
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Space Shuttle Endeavor Joins CSC 

 Visitors to the CSC can see 

“Endeavor” on display towards 

the end of 2012. Before the 

“Endeavor” can be delivered, 

people must remove hazardous 

items from the shuttle.   

 Los Angeles Mayor Antonio 

Villaraigosa announced that 

when “Endeavor” arrives in 

2012, a 747 NASA shuttle car-

rier aircraft will fly “Endeavor” 

from the Kennedy Space Center 

in Orlando, Florida to LAX, and 

the shuttle will circle Los Ange-

les a few times before landing.  

 The “Endeavor” will move 

into a temporary exhibit at the 

CSC. It will go to a permanent 

building around 2017 after the 

structure is built.   

 You will want to switch the 

lever and go see the space shuttle 

“Endeavor” when it comes to the 

CSC. 

 by Michael T. and Jason L. 

 Reporters, Mira Catalina 

M ore than 400 people 

came to the California 

Science Center (CSC) to see the 

last Endeavor space shuttle crew 

on October 11, 2011. Among the 

activities on October 11 at the 

CSC, the astronauts showed a 

slide show and video of the 

shuttle launch and mission set to 

music by Far East Movement. 

The crew was visiting because 

title and ownership of “Endeavor” 

has been given to the CSC. 

COOL STUFF 

 This iPhone includes Siri, a 

super smart app that assists you 

in getting things done. Siri is a 

built-app. You use your voice and 

talk to your iPhone as you would 

to a person. It understands what 

you mean, and figures what apps 

to use to answer your questions. 

You can set reminders, tell Siri 

what to text for you, check the 

weather, and much more.  

 You would use iCloud to 

Y ou’ve never ever seen a 

better phone before. The 

iPhone 4S is the most amazing 

phone of the century. The new 

iPhone, according to the official 

Apple website, is “Picking up 

where amazing left off.” The dual

-core A5 chip delivers even more 

power. The 8MP camera with 

new optics shoots 1080p HD 

video. The iPhone 4S is the must-

have gadget.  

store information, like your mu-

sic, apps, mail, contacts, calen-

dars, documents, and more, and 

find it on all your devices.  

 You would use FaceTime to 

video chat with anyone, from 

iPhone to iPhone, iPad 2, iPod 

Touch, or Mac over Wi-Fi. No 

matter where you are, you’ll al-

ways will be there. 

 by Mei J. 

 Science Editor, Silver Spur 

iPhone 4S: Stepping into the 21st Century 
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Dick Tater Art Review 

When he was young, he made 

short movies in his backyard. 

 The focal point of this paint-

ing is a potato head with a lot of 

eyes. The piece is interesting 

because it uses word play. It is 

word play because tater tots are 

made from potatoes, and in the 

painting the potato is dressed in 

a king’s robe. Another thing is 

that a dictator is another word 

for king. So dictator is like 

“Dick Tater”.  

 The painting was part of a 

Tim Burton exhibit at the Los 

Angeles County Museum of Art 

(LACMA), from 29th-Oct. 31st, 

2011. It can be seen in the book 

“The Art of Tim Burton,” pub-

lished by Steeles Publishing. 

 by Melina D. 

 Reporter, Silver Spur 

T he title of the piece is Dick 

Tater. It is a painting made 

with watercolor and color pen-

cils. It measures 9 by 6 inches. 

The artist is Tim Burton, a direc-

tor, producer, writer and artist.  

 Tim Burton often creates 

drawings before making his 

movies. He was born in 1958 in 

Burbank, California. His real 

name is Timothy Walter Burton. 

Duct Tape: More than Just an Adhesive 

 Most of these things are easy 

to make out of duct tape.  For 

example, to make a bow, follow 

these simple instructions:   

1. Cut a piece of duct tape about 

eight (8) inches long. 

2. Fold it in half (sticky sides 

together), so it is four (4) 

inches long. 

3. Cut another piece about one (1) 

centimeter long.  It can be the 

same, or a contrasting, color. 

4. Pinch the middle of the four (4) 

inch piece. 

5. Wrap the one (1) centimeter 

piece around the four inch piece. 

6. And, Voila!  A duct tape bow! 

 Duct tape comes in many 

patterns, designs and prints.  You 

can find duct tape at craft stores.  

Duct tape has many uses and 

colors.  It is easy to use and fun! 

 by Maddy C. 

 News Editor, Cornerstone 

A re you bored sitting at 

home watching T.V.?  

Well, get some duct tape and 

create!  Duct tape is a wonder-

ful, colorful tape that is used to 

make many things.  You can 

make wallets, bows, flip flops, 

purses, hats, bracelets, flowers, 

decorations, pencil pouches, 

folders and dresses.  You can 

also embellish jackets and shoes, 

such as Toms and Converse. 

M ost everyone knows 

about the Sony PlaySta-

tion3.  But do know about the 

PlayStation4?  That’s right…

Sony is coming out with a new 

PlayStation.  Sony has not re-

leased any information concern-

ing the new system's launch date. 

 The original PlayStation was 

first released in late1994 in Japan, 

and in 1995, throughout the rest 

of the world. The PlayStation2 

came to stores in 2000, giving the 

PS1 a retail shelf life of 6 years 

from its Japanese launch.  Like-

wise, the PlayStation3 came out 

in 2006, 6 years after the release 

of the PS2. Following this trend, 

we would guess a late 2012 re-

lease for the PS4.   

 The new PlayStation will have 

duel controllers and have 3D spe-

cial effects. It will also feature a 

"body movement-based control-

ler” similar to the XBox Kinect. 

 Since no one knows how 

much the price will be, it is as-

sumed that the new system will 

rival that of the PS3 when it was 

released, with a $600.00 price tag.   

 The Sony PS4 will be a sys-

tem unlike any other. The PS4 is 

an eighth generation video game 

console with memory and proc-

essing speed that will boggle 

the mind. The console is ex-

pected to have a 1.5 Terabyte 

memory and it will be twice as 

powerful as the PS3, with a 

similar size to the current Nin-

tendo Wii system. 

 How does the future look?  

Industry experts say that the 

PlayStation5 and the PlaySta-

tion6 are already in the early 

stages of planning at Sony. 

 I hope that Sony’s PS4 will 

be worth the wait… 

by Dhruv A. 

Science & Tech Editor  

Vista Grande  

Next Generation Sony PlayStation 

COOL STUFF 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=Sony+PlayStation+4&um=1&hl=en&safe=off&sa=X&biw=1366&bih=608&tbm=isch&tbnid=ddDH7uE2MhdgHM:&imgrefurl=http://www.devicenation.com/sony-playstation-4-ps4-release-date-in-2012/&docid=z2gFX5tyVMkEjM&imgurl=http://www.devicenation.c
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I f you are in 4th or 5th grade, join PressFriends for 

a science writing workshop at the Cabrillo Marine 

Aquarium on January 29, 2012, and be published in 

CMA Kids News.  Pre-registration is required. 

 

We’ll be learning about whales and writing about 

them in this fun and FREE writing workshop.  Students’ 

articles will be published in the summer issue of CMA 

Kids News.   

 

Sign-up online at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/cmakids7. 

Free Whale Fiesta Writing Workshop the CMA 

Ready, Set, Go-Kart 

H ave you ever played Mario 

Cart and wished you could 

drive for real? Did you ever 

think you could drive better than 

your parents? Well, you can find 

out at a place called Go-Kart 

World. Go-Kart World is a place 

where kids get to drive miniature 

race cars that can go up to 45 

miles an hour. There, you can 

race against your friends, family, 

and even your parents.  

 The Peacock Press inter-

viewed the owner, Bob Harris. 

 

Peacock Press: Tell us what Go

-Kart World is all about. 

Harris: GKW is an amusement 

park that has over 150 go karts, 

6 go kart tracks, a restaurant, 

banquet facility and arcade. Our 

go karts can accommodate chil-

dren to professional racers. 

GKW is a place that kids can 

feel like adults and adults can 

feel like kids. 

 

Peacock Press: What is the 

most popular ride today? 

Harris: The 1/3 mile Super 

Track is the most popular track 

we have. It has 14 foot tall bank 

turns, over and under passes and 

the go karts can hit speeds of 45 

mph. 

 

Peacock Press: Who is the most 

famous person that has come to 

Go-Kart World? 

Harris: That's a tough one … 

Brad and Angie are big but 

Ashton and Demi are pretty 

popular too. Our arcade walls 

are filled with famous celebri-

ties’ pictures but my personal 

favorite celebrity that came to 

play at GKW would have to be 

Quentin Tarantino. 

 

 Go-Kart World is not only 

unique because of its attractions, 

it's also unique because it really 

brings people together in a way 

that few other activities can do. 

People may arrive quiet and 

distracted and then later leave 

high-fiving each other, laughing 

and smiling and talking about all 

their exciting experiences.  

 If you go to Go-Kart World, 

you will have the time of your 

life, maybe even more fun than 

at Disneyland.  And besides, 

who wouldn’t want to race their 

parents and win?  

 Visit their website at 

www.gokartworld.com.  

 by Lauren Kong 

 Co-Editor-In-Chief  
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ALVIN 

BRITTANY 

CHIPETTES 

CHIPMUNKS 

CHIPWRECKED 

CRUISE 

DAVE 

ELEANOR 

ISLAND 

JEANETTE 

SIMON 

THEODORE 

S V D I R H C Q S C Y Y B E N 

K A M E B O P P H P N R S J W 

N I U C K U N I Q A C I U D O 

U R E L B C P A T Z U E A Y V 

M E H A D E E T E R A L V I N 

P V X O T F I R C L Z I O N O 

I A C T O R V J W G E W I O K 

H D E O B E Y L O P Z G V M N 

C S A T Y U T P V L I C J I Y 

I S L A N D G T Q C A H K S B 

J Q M L Q W E N E F W D C F Z 

K Y I Y X S S E J N G L A Y I 

H T H E O D O R E S A L J P U 

K A E I A T S Z Q L D E L L T 

L F G E T N S X O N R J J F S 

P ressFriends is holding a free workshop at the Peninsula Center Library 

on February 4, 2012.  4th and 5th graders can become reporters for 

PV Kids News.  Pre-registration is required. 

 

Bring your favorite book to review and share with 

readers of PV Kids News.   

 

In addition, we will be visiting the PV Art Center and learning how to write 

art reviews.  

 

Sign-up at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/pvkids6. 

PressFriends Free Arts Galore Writing Workshop 

Alvin and the Chipmunks: Chipwrecked Word Search 

FUN STUFF 



is a source of pride for both 

the elementary school partici-

pants and the high school 

mentors.   They have worked 

together as a team, and devel-

oped leadership ability and 

organizational skills that will 

serve them well in all their 

future endeavors.  

 

 An elementary student 

working with a high school 

student is the perfect collabo-

rative project.  Fourth and 

fifth grade students have im-

proved their writing, report-

ing, editing and layout skills; 

C ongratulations to 

PVPHS Press Friends 

Club on their newest project, 

Peacock Press.  Peninsula 

High School is honored to be 

a participate in this out-

standing project that has 

brought elementary schools 

throughout the Palos Verdes 

Peninsula Unified School 

District together for the pur-

pose of creating a twice a year 

newspaper written  “by kids, 

for kids.”   

 

 Writing is fun and creating 

such an impressive newspaper 

while high school students 

have had an opportunity to 

develop mentoring skills.  

Hopefully some of the names 

you read in the by-lines will 

be the future writers and edi-

tors of “The Pen” newspaper.   

It truly has been a win/win 

situation for everyone in-

volved.  

 

 Congratulations on a fabu-

lous first issue! 

 

Mitzi Cress 

Principal 

Peninsula High School 

Letter from Peninsula High’s Principal 

 

Peninsula High principal, 

Mitzi Cress 

 So far, the high school 

mentors have led two work-

shops at Peninsula High 

School. Each session empha-

sized how to write newswor-

thy articles that engage the 

audience while simultane-

ously teaching young journal-

ists that writing can be fun.  

 

 As the journalism teacher 

at Peninsula High School, I 

truly appreciate the efforts of 

the PressFriends. They nur-

ture student voices and fuel a 

I n September 2011, the 

high school organization 

PressFriends founded the Pea-

cock Press, a newspaper pro-

gram for Palos Verdes Uni-

fied elementary schools. Util-

izing high school mentors, the 

program trains journalists in 

grades three through five to 

write for a student newspaper. 

The elementary student jour-

nalists from nine elementary 

schools that participate in the 

Peacock Press will publish a 

winter issue and a spring issue. 

 

passion for writing. I hope 

that their efforts generate a 

love for journalism in our 

future generation; and that 

campus publications continue 

to foster the freedom of ex-

pression I hold so dear.  

 

Katherine Crowley 

English Teacher & 

Journalism Adviser 

Peninsula High School 

Letter from PVPHS PressFriends’ Faculty Advisor 

PVPHS PressFriends faculty 

advisor, Katherine Crowley 
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